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to the particular use contemplated. It is intended that the
scope of the invention be defined by the Claims appended
hereto and their equivalents.

1. A user interface for a portable electronic device, said
user interface comprising:

a) adisplay panel, said display panel forming a first layer of
said user interface; and

b) a sensor coupled with said display panel, said sensor
forming a second layer of said user interface, wherein
said sensor detects a position where contact is made with
a surface of said user interface, wherein said position on
said user interface corresponds to a particular command
for controlling said portable electronic device.

2. The user interface of claim 1 wherein said sensor is
disposed beneath said display panel, wherein a user contact is
with said display panel.

3. (canceled)

4. The user interface of claim 1 wherein said sensor com-
prises a fabric.

5. The user interface of claim 4 wherein said fabric is
disposed within said display panel, such that said sensor is
internal to said display panel.

6. The user interface of claim 4 wherein said fabric com-
prises conductive fibers, said conductive fibers adapted to
conduct electrical impulses responsive to said contact with
said user interface.

7. The user interface of claim 1 wherein the technology
employed in the fabrication of said display panel is electronic
paper technology.

8. The user interface of claim 1 wherein a support shelf
structure is disposed beneath said sensor.

9. The user interface of claim 1 wherein said user interface
further comprises:

an additional instance of said sensor, said additional sensor
disposed beneath a support shelf, said additional sensor
coupled to said user interface; and

an additional instance of said display panel, said additional
display coupled to said user interface, said additional
display panel disposed beneath said additional sensor,
whereby two sided viewable display functionality is pro-
vided to said user interface.

10. A portable computer system comprising:

a) a bus;
b) a memory device coupled with said bus;
¢) a processor coupled with said bus;

d) a display panel coupled with said bus, said display panel
forming a first layer of a user interface; and

e) a sensor coupled with said display panel, said sensor

forming a second layer of a user interface.

11. The portable computer system of claim 10 wherein said
sensor detects a position where contact is made with a surface
of'said display panel, wherein said particular position on said
display panel corresponds to a particular command for con-
trolling said portable electronic device.
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12. The portable computer system of claim 10 wherein said
sensor is disposed beneath said display panel, wherein a user
contact is with said display panel.

13. (canceled)

14. The portable computer system of claim 10 wherein said
sensor comprises a fabric.

15. The portable computer system of claim 14 wherein said
fabric is disposed within said display panel, such that said
sensor is internal to said display panel.

16. The portable computer system of claim 14 wherein said
fabric comprises conductive fibers, said conductive fibers
adapted to conduct electrical impulses responsive to said
contact of said display panel.

17. The portable computer system of claim 10 wherein the
technology employed in the fabrication of said display panel
is electronic paper technology.

18. The portable computer system of claim 10 wherein a
support shelf is disposed beneath said sensor, said support
shelf adapted to prevent puncturing of said display panel and
said sensor.

19. The portable computer system of claim 10 wherein said
portable computer system further comprises;

an additional instance of said sensor, said additional sensor
disposed beneath said support shelf, said additional sen-
sor coupled to said portable computer system; and

an additional instance of said display panel, said additional

display coupled to said portable computer system, said

additional display panel disposed beneath said addi-

tional sensor, whereby two sided viewable display func-

tionality is provided to said portable computer system.

20. A method for providing a user interface for a portable
computer system, said method comprising the steps of:

a) displaying images and characters to a user via a display
panel;

b) receiving input via a sensor, said sensor detects a posi-
tion where contact is made with a surface of said display
panel;

¢) translating said input into a particular command for

controlling said portable electronic device.

21. The method as recited in claim 20 wherein said sensor
is disposed beneath said display panel, wherein a user contact
is with said display panel.

22. (canceled)

23. The method as recited in claim 20 wherein said sensor
is disposed within said display panel, such that said sensor is
internal to said display panel.

24. The method as recited in claim 20 wherein said sensor
comprises a fabric, said fabric comprising conductive fibers
adapted to conduct electrical impulses responsive to said
contact with said user interface.

25. The method as recited in claim 20 wherein the technol-
ogy employed in the fabrication of said display panel is elec-
tronic paper technology.

sk sk sk sk sk



